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Joel Medina cleans voter booths at an early voting site in the Loop on Monday to disinfect against possible coronavirus. 


ELECTION 2020 


This Illinois primary 
could be like no other 


Low turnout, poll worker 
shortage expected amid 
worries about coronavirus 


By RICK PEARSON, HAL DARDICK 


AND BILL RUTHHART 


Illinoisans readied for a primary Election 


EDITORIAL: Your vote is important. Head to 
a polling place and vote if you can. Page 11 


most difficult election, under the most 
trying of times.” 

But Mayor Lori Lightfoot, speaking to 
reporters, sought to reassure the voting 
public, saying an “all-call for volunteers” 
resulted in “more than sufficient election 


Day like no other Tuesday, with fear of the 
spread of coronavirus raising concerns of 
low turnout and too few poll workers as 
government leaders exhorted healthy voters 
to do their part to move democracy forward 
at the ballot box. 

With polls open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m., the 
push to get people to vote came despite new 
federal Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention guidelines to avoid crowds of 50 
people or more. 

Chicago election officials stressed safety 
and encouraged voters to practice social 
distancing, even offering alternative less- 
crowded voting sites. But they acknowl- 
edged a “tsunami” of calls from poll workers 


People receive ballots from poll workers at 
an early voting site in the Loop on Monday. 


opting not to show up at polling places and 
took the unusual step of urgently asking 
healthy people to show up and serve as 
judges. 

“We are in an untenable position at this 
point, and we understand and refuse to 
punish the judges whose age or health 
condition might prevent them from going 
out,” said Marisel Hernandez, chair of the 
Chicago Board of Election Commissioners. 
The board, she said, was “bracing for the 


judges at the ready to staff the polling 
places.” The result, she said, “has been 
nothing short of phenomenal.” 

“We are ready to make sure this election 
goes off as smoothly as possible under the 
circumstances,” she said, adding a “SWAT 
team of mayor’s office personnel” will be 
deployed to troubleshoot problems. 

“I want everyone to know that Chicago’s 
voting system is safe,’ Lightfoot said. “I want 
to encourage everyone to go out and vote.” 

Asked about the CDC guidelines limiting 
crowds, Lightfoot said that she had con- 
sulted with city health officials and that the 
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First the strike, now 
it’s the coronavirus 


Fall walkout now looks like ‘dry run’ for CPS 
families’ latest disruption of the school year 


By HANNAH LEONE, JESSICA 
VILLAGOMEZ, GREGORY 
PRATT AND STACY ST. CLAIR 


By noon Monday, Kyle Hick- 
man’s two school-age children 
had painted, colored, con- 
structed a spacecraft with Legos 
and taken a walk. Their after- 
noon plans included designated 
reading time and lessons through 
Khan Academy, a free online 
learning website. 

“T do have alot of sympathy for 
my kids’ teachers” said Hick- 
man, a Chicago Public Schools 
parent who also teaches at 
Wheaton Warrenville South 


High School in the western 
suburbs. “At this point, we just 
have to work as acommunity and 
everyone has to get through it” 
And so it goes during the 
coronavirus closures, as parents 
throughout Illinois try to figure 
out a way to create both structure 
and educational opportunities 
for their homebound children 
over the next fortnight. 
Hickman’s children stayed 
home Monday, but most CPS 
parents will start the process 
Tuesday when city schools offi- 
cially close in an attempt to slow 
the coronavirus. Gov. J.B. Pritzk- 
er’s order affects more than 2 
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Sam Thornton and her son Eddie Thomas, 9, look at each other after 
leaving Nettlehorst Elementary School in Chicago on Monday. 


million students statewide, but 
its impact may be most keenly 
felt in city schools, where fam- 
ilies already have had the school 
year disrupted by a protracted 
teachers strike. 


“If someone said, as you look 
ahead to the school year you'll 
have a strike and a pandemic, I 
wouldn’t have expected that,” 


Turn to CPS, Page 7 


CORONAVIRUS 
OUTBREAK 


US issues 
updated 
advice 

in crisis 
President now says 


pandemic may send 
economy into recession 


By JONATHAN LEMIRE, 
ANDREW TAYLOR 

AND JILL COLVIN 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The White 
House on Monday urged all older 
Americans to stay home and 
everyone to avoid crowds and 
eating out at restaurants as part of 
sweeping guidelines meant to 
combat an expected surge of 
coronavirus cases. 

President Donald Trump, in a 
marked shift in 
tone about a 
crisis that has 
enveloped the 
globe, for the 
first time ac- 
knowledged 
that the pan- 
demic may 
send the US. 
economy into a 
recession and 
suggested that the nation may be 
dealing with the virus until “July 
or August.” 

The guidelines, which would 
rewrite the norms of American 
society for half a month, were 
released as the U.S. government 
tried to blunt the impact of an 
expected surge of coronavirus 
cases, racing to bolster testing and 
aid even as the financial markets 
tumbled. 

Among the new recommenda- 
tions: Over the next 15 days, 
Americans should not gather in 
groups of more than 10 people, 
schooling should be at home and 
discretionary travel and social 
visits should be avoided. If any- 
one in a household tests positive 
for the virus, everyone who lives 
there should stay home. The 
administration did not define 
what an older American was in 
terms of the recommendation to 
stay home. 

“We will rally together as one 
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MORE COVERAGE 


ILLINOIS: Officials report more 
confirmed cases as Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker orders gatherings of 50 
people or more to be canceled. 
Chicagoland, Page 4 


JAILS: State and county officials 
show concern over what would 
happen if an inmate were in- 
fected. Chicagoland, Page 6 


PASSENGER DIFFICULTY: 
Downers Grove retiree who was 
aboard cruise ship is critical of 
conditions in quarantine. 
Chicagoland, Page 6 


GLOBAL BATTLE: The fight to 
contain the virus shifts as Spain 
becomes another hot spot. 
Nation & World, Page 8 


VACCINE TEST: Researchers in 
Seattle give the initial shots in a 
first test of an experimental 
coronavirus vaccine Monday. 
Nation & World, Page 8 


SUPREME COURT: The high 
court postpones arguments. 
Nation & World, Page 9 


ae Tom Skilling’s forecast High52 Low 36 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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